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at his brother and Birague, who were both startled by this speech.
" By God!" exclaimed the Cardinal, " heretics are of the right faith in keen politics! "
To avoid difficulties, the Queen, who was announced at this moment, remained standing. She began by conversing with the Connetable, who spoke eagerly of the scandal of her admitting Calvin's envoys to her presence.
" But, you see, my dear Constable, we receive them without ceremony."
" Madame," said the Admiral, approaching Catherine, " these are the two doctors of the new religion who have come to an understanding with Calvin, and have taken his instructions as to a meeting where the various Churches of France may compromise their differences."
" This is M. Theodore de Beze, my wife's very great favorite," said the King of Navarre, corning forward and taking de Beze by the hand.
" And here is Chaudieu!" cried the Prince de Conde. " My friend the Due de Guise knows the captain," he added, looking at le Balaf re; " perhaps he would like to make acquaintance with the minister."
This sally made everybody laugh, even Catherine.
u By my troth," said the Due dc Guise, " I am delighted to see a man who can so well choose a follower, and make use of him in his degree. One of your men," said he to the preacher, " endured, without dying or confessing anything, the extreme of torture; I fancy myself brave, but I do not know that I could endure so well!"
" Hm!" observed Ambroise Pare, " you said not a word when I pulled the spear out of your face at Calais."
Catherine, in the middle of the semicircle formed right and left of the maids of honor and Court officials, kept silence. While looking at the two famous Reformers, she was trying to penetrate them with her fine, intelligent, black eyes, and study them thoroughly.
" One might be the sheath and the other the blade," Albert de Gondi said in her ear.
" Well, gentlemen," said Catherine, who could not help